[BE A TIELDMTFAERL ]
“Don’t Hurt Yourself!”
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Let us begin today’s worship service with a silent prayer.
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Let’s sing Hymn number 61
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Now we will recite the Lord’s Prayer as Jesus taught us,

The Lord’s Prayer.

Today’s Scripture reading comes from the Book of Acts 16:25-34
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Principal Ahearn will give us the message.
REEREICHFELTVNEEZET, “RATIEWNFAWN 1

* ok ok

You may have noticed that there are many stories in the Bible take place in prison. Today, many
Christians go to prisons and share Bible stories with the people in prison. Those prisoners usually
feel like nobody remembers them, so they do not mind having a visitor and hearing about the Bible.
The story | am going to talk about today may be the first example of prison ministry. Today’s
Bible story took place two thousand years ago in the city of Philippi, when Paul & Silas were
thrown into a prison without trial.
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Even though Paul and Silas were in jail, they prayed and sang hymns together like they always did.
Wherever they were, they knew God was always with them, so they were not unhappy. Other
prisoners were listening to their beautiful music and the words of their hymns.
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Then a big earthquake hit and all the doors and locks of the jail were broken because of the
strong shaking. When the prison guard woke up and saw that all of the doors were open, he
thought all of the prisoners had certainly escaped. The prison guard was a responsible person who
wanted to do his job well, so he was shocked that everyone may have gotten away. In despair he
tried to kill himself, but Paul yelled, “Wait! Don’t hurt yourself! Look around. We are all here.”
Every prisoner had heard Paul talk about Jesus and was filled with joy and peace. They had
wanted to stay close to Paul and Silas so they could hear more about Jesus. They had been
singing hymns peacefully with Paul and did not even think about escaping. The prisoners chose
spiritual freedom over physical freedom. Until they all met Paul, probably their only one wish was to
get out of prison. What a change! What a mysterious scene that must have been!
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Paul stopped the prison guard from killing himself and told him that life is given from God. Your life
belongs to God, too.
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Who started your life? God. God also knows your last day. For this reason, you do not shorten
your life because your life is not yours. It is God’s.
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Would you throw away your friend’s teddy bear? No. Your life belongs to God, so you cannot
throw away your life either.
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God is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. God determines when your life starts and
when your life ends. No baby had to worry about when their birthday will be. The Creator God will
decide your last day, too.

HIZEA EBAATDOFBEDIIICERLED | FERSIIIBIENGNENNTT R, TH, RCEET
L&, BERITIRDEN BT, MARMMIZIEBSEEL, HINBLNER A, LA, LR AEITH
(&, /X700 TFEATIENF RN | JIEWSTENECA T, NvELEZORDBEME. [Hh. #HEEHEFERHM
SEFTHENCHER, HA, TABRKEBRILIZEOTEL, . . JEDLDDBIELHDNDTY, Rl LD
SELEANZE, RIFEFELN T, FERELLHGZ, EBA-NELNABNTE A, FAYDENEE T EE
LTHDE EFFARILFEN, CENZVDTY , EETWELEIERITD, OTY, BEFEo>TIWT
FH A ENDTEISFLN ( LWV, S HDEEEFA THITTIZE, /"\as, ZL THERHFE
ATIENF RO EFBYDNT TSI EIZR DNV TN D LI,

| hope you will never think about killing yourself like the prison guard did. Remember whatever
happens, it is not a good enough reason for God to end your life. Like this prison guard, life may
look so desperate and completely hopeless, but a minute later he found out the situation was not
at all as bad as he had thought. If he had killed himself, he wouldn’t have been able to hear the
story of Jesus. He and his family were baptized and became Christian. They lived a happy and
peaceful life after that. Even though today’s story was about people in prison, it still ended happily.
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Let us pray. Gracious God. Please let us remember when it looks so hopeless, when great sadness
overwhelms us; please let us hear your voice. Let us remember that you are with us that you love
us no matter what. In Jesus name, we pray, Amen.
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Let’s sing Hymn 136
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Let’s close today’s worship with a silent prayer.
This concludes today’s worship.
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